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Hi, this is Tim. I just got back from another full and exciting three weeks in the Forest Region of ﬂ
Guinea. After all the strike excitement of February, and the mental stimulation of teaching for three ~ 2
-~ weeks at our French seminary in Togo, we had a few weeks to work on getting our lives and the
church in Conakry reestablished. Katie came home for her Easter break from Dakar Academy, and
that was nice, but before it was time for her to leave 1 needed to hit the road. The church had a
council meeting and a National Conference scheduled for Holy Week. (Not my idea, and something I
never hope to see happen again.)
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At the council meeting we were able to set the date for the ordination of Vicar Julien
Kotenbedounou. It will be June 17®. This is pretty exciting as Julien will become the first ordained or1 e
Guinean Pastor. He has completed a novitiate year in Togo, two years of field work, two years in the b
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J))Pastoral program in Togo, and a year of vicarage here. This will be an important event.
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G During the National Conference there was, of course, a big Easter celebration. But there was another
significant event. Last fall I wrote about the problems we have with marriages here since most of our

& “leaders were married before they were Christians, and under traditional pagan rules. I also wrote :

! about how our second pastoral candidate had his vicarage suspended when some moral issucs came

s out. One thing that really hurt me in this case was that the problem really emerged into the open

@ because he was trying to set things straight. The other woman brought it out when he tried to get rid

NG of her and repair his first marriage.

This man can be a little proud at times, and at the time of his suspension from ministry, I fully
expected that this would be too much for him, and he would leave the church. Other churches are
VA usually only too happy to grab up our well-trained men, and they can usually get paid much better.
But to my surprise, and for the first time that I can remember in similar situations in my mission
- \(_career, he has submitted fully to the humiliation and continued to work with the church as best he
could. He took a big step at the conference, and in front of everyone there, solemnized his marriage
to his wife in a church ceremony. '

| |.,)/As I said before, this is a big goal of mine, to convince all our leaders that this needs to be done. We
recognize local marriages, but too much funny stuff is still possible there. This came out recently in
two cases from the same area. In one a leader’s wife cheated on him and got pregnant by about four A
other men at different times. Each time the church pushed for him to take her back. Once between
episodes he “married” another girl, but the church made him leave that girl to take back his first wife.
I know this sounds convoluted, and you don’t even know the half of it. It would take me this whole )
letter to really explain it, and without Christian marriages it is impossible to judge these cases or to
untangle them. :

In the second case a leader and his wife tried to have children six times, but every time she either lost {{ &
the child before it was bom, or it died in the first year. I prayed with them and helped with hospital ] \Y
billsafewtimmEvenDr.KristenSclmaltztriedluhnlp,bmitmnﬁnund.ltwashurﬂnﬂking.l‘he

girl’s family blamed Tamba, the leader, because of his Christianity. They finally took her away to a

sooth sayer to get proof that it was his fault. Amazingly the sooth sayer found that she was secretlya
sorceress and was “eating” the children herself to gain spiritual power. “Eating” here would mean

taking lives by magic. She immediately admitted ituﬂmwmmld not come back. This
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