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Well, we missed getting a letter out last month. Beth and I wer€ separated and on different
continents again, so communication suffered a bit. Beth left for the States at the beginning
of August. She spent some time with all four kids before beginning a speaking tour in
Kansas, doing presentations, speaking almost every day for two weeks. But since I, Tim.
was more directly involved in missions during that time, [ will pick up the narrative here.

We have been telling you that [ am going to be working at two very different types of jobs
in the future here. For the last year I have been preparing for the first of these positions. I
have been learning the Maninka language to be able to be part of the frontier Maninka
Muslim outreach team that we have been building in Siguiri. Guinea. For most of the time
we were apart | have been making a last push as a full time language learner. I still am not
at all ready to use my language skills to actually teach or anything yet. and I will still
continue to spend as much time — and hopefully the majority of my time- in language
learning, but from now on my second position is going to start taking more and more time.

Of course, my second position will be serving as Area Facilitator. That means I will be
working with the national French-speaking churches in West Africa that have been

established by LCMS World Mission. There are five of those, the churches in Guinea, Cote /4
d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Togo, and Benin. [ will be the LCMS representative to those £
churches, building relationships, coordinating LCMS sponsored programs. and R\/_ 73

encouraging them in evangelism and training.

During the time that Beth was in the US, 1 took my first steps relating to this job. I did
some traveling with the present Area Facilitator for this area, Rev. Fred Reinhardt.

7 Together we made a trip to visit the churches in Burkina Faso and Togo. and to introduce
and orient me to the work in these two countries. It was a good time and a good visit.
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The churches in Togo and Burkina are two vastly different churches with vastly different ~ AUICE ol s |

histories. The Eglise Luthérienne au Togo or Togo Lutheran Church is the oldestof our (/= weten
French speaking Lutheran churches in Africa. It was begun around 1980, four years before ( :

we arrived in Africa, by Rev. Walt DeMoss. When we arrived in Ghana four years later.
Roger and Alice Buck, who went through missionary training with us, were assigned to =

we lived quite close to the Togo boarder. We actually visited there often, since our friends.
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Togo to work with the Demosses. Later our daughter, Katie, was born by caesarean section {_=" <
in the capitol of Togo, Lome, as it had the best hospital facilities in the area. 7 +BETH "L
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The Togo Mission grew large and strong. They probably have had more LCMS KATIE 199]
missionaries working in that country than in all the other four French speaking missions (uoT¢: E“!PF-’TE s
put together. Our French seminary, the CLET, or Lutheran Center for Theological &‘Tﬂ‘u' Ly 1947
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Education was established in the north of this country in the city of Dapaong. Working “sul T ALREA Dy
with the seminary will probably be one of the most important aspects of my future work. pREW THE
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Now, the church in Burkina is at the other end of the spectrum. This church has never had
a missionary assigned to it. An English-speaking Lutheran refugee from Liberia founded
. the church. His name is Rufus Kormah. The story of how he ended up in Burkina and

. founded the church is a little long, so I will save that for another newsletter when we don’t
~| have as much material to cover. The church got a big boost when Rev. James May did his
French language work in Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina. At that time he was able to
do some evangelism in the city and train several leaders who have since begun attending
the CLET in Togo. Still, up to now this church has only a few congregations.
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Rev. Reinhardt and I flew into Ouagadougou where we were able to attend church. theﬁ'if‘/‘g;&"\%)
took a bus out about five hours east to Fada N"Gourma where Rufus lives and has several !
churches. After spending a few days, we bussed on down to Togo where we attended the -‘ﬂ*"f5 ;:-ﬁ#i‘:f
opening services for the new academic year at the CLET. Then on Sunday we attended
church in Nano about a half hour away. This place held many memories for me as it was
e village where the Bucks had worked and we had visited more than twenty years ago.
The mud village church was packed with over three hundred people. After that, several
rounds of meetings with the church officials and CLET officials began. I learned a lot
seeing how things run and how they are dealt with. Then we took a taxi back to the

er, got on the bus, and headed back to Ouaga for our flights home. The trip was a f?""‘:-—g" =
=———success. [ spent one day not feeling well at all in Ouaga, and [ feared a rematch with the
= malaria that hit me in Ghana last March, but God is good and I felt better the next day.
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So I have been oriented to the work in Togo and Burkina. [ live in Guinea so I need ng, Ly
orientation here. Our family spent six months in Cbte d’Ivoire as we prepared to begin
Lutheran work in Guinea, and I know their leaders and am familiar with the boarder
crossing, so I don’t need orientation there. That leaves the church in Benin. So Rev.
Reinhardt and I are hoping to visit there together soon. In October I will be at a meeting of
the Africa Management Team in South Africa. That will be the official beginning ot mv

work in this area.
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While this kind of work is never really what I wanted to do in missions, I really saw areas
in which I believe I can be of service to these churches. So in the coming months we will
keep you informed about how these two different areas of our work are working out: one
to advance missions among Muslims who have never heard the Gospel, and one to raise up
and facilitate the growing church as it learns to carry on the task itself in Africa. May God
bless these ministries as we seek to reach the world for Christ!!
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