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Dear Friends,

Our favorite thing about missions is seeing the lost come to Christ and be saved, but, of course, ~
there is a lot more to missions than that. The saved must be gathered and become the family of
God, and the family must grow and endure growing pains as it does. There are elements of
African society that guarantee some of those pains, and one of them is the African concept of g

family itself. W
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It is very hard to generalize about family in Africa, because every people group is difﬂarmt and
each does things in different ways. Some are very tight and moral, but we have not found that to
be the case in any of the peoples we have worked with. We have found morals to be very loose,
and families easily broken. Sexual experimentation begins early. In some cases marriage just
evolves. The couple starts out messing around. Then they may move in together before any real
commitment is made. They may start having a few children at this point, but the bonds between
them can still be broken with no penalty. Finally, the husband may go about taking care of the
traditional gifts to the parents or whatever must be done for the marriage to be recognized
locally. Only after the family achieves financial security and is wealthy enough to throw a big
bash would a church- or government- recognized wedding be held. Again, many would go ri%
e #10 the traditionally approved ceremonies, but that is often not the case. ) i
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| *@] Now since our church is only a few years old, the vast majority of our LEADERS come out of 0

| «~ this background, not to mention all of the members. In the early going, if someone had a problem -~
with a wife, they would just get rid of her and claim that they were never married, that it was just

a pre-Christian fling, and that now they were cleaning up their lives. It was not really easy to sort

out sometimes.
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For some time now Tim has been pushing for all our leaders to commit to their marriages in the
church, and so lead the members to do the same. It has not been easy since traditionally, if you
are married in the church, you have to throw a big party. That is something the vast majority of
our people can not afford. Tim has tried many times to convince them that they can have very
small church weddings, and then throw the big bash latter if they get the money. He has worked

ard at this, but the social climate is definitely against it. It would be considered a culturat shame
to you to have a church ceremony and not be ableto throw the bash. —

On July 2 we had our first big breakthrough. Julien Kotembedouno and his wife, Sia, were
married by Tim in a church ceremony in Guéckedou, even though they already had four boys.

| Their marriage was already locally recognized, but this was still a big and impertant step for us,
and we pray that this will start things rolling forward so that we can get our whole church on
better footing as far as families and as a church.

The importance of all of this really hit home for us and the church when, about a month before
Julien’s wedding, a major scandal broke around one of our foremost and best-educated leaders.
We were counting heavily on him for the future of the church. This was apparently something






