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Wow, the times to write these letters seem to come so quickly. We have been /
= keeping very busy lately, so I think the time flies! We really hit the ground running this Q
time. We were here just a week when we had to travel to the Forest already to have aAQ\ &
field meeting in early December. The girls went with us on that trip. By late December ~
we were flying off to Dakar for a wonderful time of renewal with our field and the Togo
field. By mid January we were welcoming the first medical team to Guinea. They stayed
5 until mid February and a week later we were back to the Forest for meetings with the
b National Church. While all is well and good in all that, there has been little time to really
settle our family and set up a house. In between all those activities we were able to get
a small car, open bank accounts, find housing, arrange for renovations to the house,
and move in. Work is still being done here, so that means we have people coming and
go-ing all the time. We still dont have our goods, but hopefully sometime in the next
week or so. We're also expecting our vehicle to come in soon and that will help a lot as <f

well. :
@ I mentioned the medical team a bit in our last letter. The trip really went well. %23
’_‘ There were just a few sore tummies but other than that, good health! The travel was ;777

/] delayed as usual at some points, but other than that, safety! The team did so well ‘5,
5§ Jﬁ@ together, we couldn't have asked for a better group. They were very helpful too in <’

9 ,ﬁ;: making suggestions by the end as to how the mission and the medical work can com
s % together to ultimately work the church into some new villages, using the Nutrition

B E: @ _7Centers in which Dr. Kristen is already working. After children are treated and sent
AN
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.home the church will send in an evangelist to witness to the village about how Jesus™ &
ﬁf cares for them and died for them and talk about possibly starting a church there. Pray
k¢ f’ that this can all come together to help grow the church in the Forest Region of Guinea! //

This month also saw us preparing for an important meeting between the mission

and the national Lutheran church. We were to meet together in Guéckedou, where we
used to live and work before the big war in 2000. It was to include missionaries (Tim
and I, Jon Oetting, Tim Norton, and Kristen Schmaltz), a delegation of representatives
of LCMS World Mission (Paul Mueller, our Regional Director for Africa, Ken Grelnke,
former Area Director for Africa, and Ron Mudge, missionary to Togo and Area Fadilitator
for French speaking West Africa), as well as the representatives of the Guinean Church.
But it was not to be as we planned. Because of trouble with a recent election (and the
nominated party trying to place in power someone the people had not voted for) __——=wu._.
trouble broke out in Guéckedou the day we were to meet. Kristen, Tim N.,and Jon ~—— = .
arrived first and saw there would be some unrest, but made it to the hotel in town. — ==
the time Tim H., Paul, and Ron arrived (Ken had missed a flight and come in a day late " ——= ~
so I stayed back to bring him up later) the rioting had escalated. The windows of Y
passing vehicles were being smashed by rock-throwing crowds. They made it to the ’f’

hotel after dark with a military escort. Later church people arrived and plans
as they all thought things would be in place for the meeting the next day. b
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