9
S /\JI

February, 2009

Dear Friends,

Before you ask, yes we are still in Conakry. We’ve put our move on a temporary hold and
will explain more next month.
; specIAL

Tim is going to write this month a bit on an issue that we’ve mentioned in the past and Vﬁ 3 }nf MES
which has come up again: traditional marriage. Here’s Tim.. "'\65 [}E
v

We have talked before about how traditional marriage tends to undermine a gm;i, strong
Christian lifestyle here. It is just kind of sleppy and easy to manipulate to your benefit. If

vt L . everything were followed in perfect traditional order maybe things would be different, but .
e ~ often the guy and girl move in, and some kola nuts are given fo the family and the couple is
4 m-._ " sort of considered married...sort of. If you ask a guy if he is really married or if he is living

 mvsew  in sin, he says, “Yes.” It is a solid, ﬁrm, traditional marriage. Later, if he throws his wife

Y  out, he tells you, “This was a good thing’ He was not really married officially by that, so he
was kind of living in sin, so we should praise God that everything is good now. He was

7L living in sin, but now he has seen the light.” Now this is really a terrible simplification of |

wkar is happening, but it is good for our purposes here. X @' =
-

o ) ﬁSﬂ we have the same problem that exists in the United States of young people just living o
(""- ~} together, but as bad as it is there, it is much more prevalent and acceptable here. "'*"r‘
i Mﬂrrmgw almost always start with young people moving in together. {s% 6}

To counter all this, I have suggested that all church members should have a church
ceremony, even if they have valid traditional marriages. I wanted to start with our feaders
But then a newer cultural phenomenon came into play against that plan. Church weddmgs
B have come to be considered a very big and expensive affair where many people are mwred /
and there is food for all. Now, most people can't afford this, but it is a big dream for {

Christians to have this kind of Christian marriage, so everyone kind of geis married

traditionally when they are young, and then when they are more established, they hmre rke

big "Christian Wedding". This way of thinking has been one of the curses of my life in

trying to get the church in Guinea on a firm Biblical life style.

So I proposed a new plan that I asked the leaders to consider. We should have two types of
Christian marriage. First, when a man and woman come together we would have the
"Small Marriage". The small marriage would be only for the church family and would take
+  place during a service like a baptism or confirmation. There would be no invited guesis
~and no food provided. Then any young couple or poor person could have their marriage
“blessed by God and solemnized by the church, and we would know for certain that, in the
~ 3 eves of the church, the couple was married. Then, if later the couple were ready and had ~ ~ ff .ﬂ
W\A the money, they could do the "Big Marriage" with all the trimmings. People liked the idea, ‘% = C
s it was very freeing to them, but it was a very different idea, and I had trouble breaking the 'y #7541
“B ice. Even where leaders have consented to be remarried in the church, it has always turned q e :/ (c;,
i

into something more like the Big Marriage and reinforced the old ways, and has not served
as an example of how it could be done for everyone. < =T e S
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