Happy New Year!!!!

Well, this year came in with'a real bang here i happening since we
last wrote, so I'll get on with it right away...
As we wrote last month, December was a family time for us. The kids arrived from their
various places, all safely (Thank you, Lord!!) Jonathan arrived without luggage, never
surprising. He and Tim went back to the airport the next night and picked it up,.and just
in time. The next day word came out that the president of Guinea, Lasana Conte, had
_ passed away. I had many questions for the Lord at that point concerning the timing of all
22 that since the kids had just arrived and we had no idea how the country was going to
®respond. Later we heard that there had been a military coup. We had to read about it !
X' because the situation around us gave no indication that there was trouble at all! We kept ﬁ
¥ é 4 Wwaiting for trouble to start but it just didn’t. The borders were closed for a time, and we 3
T, A were under curfew, but even that was lifted so that Christians could celebrate Christmas™
T = While the international community seems quite disturbed with the way things happened ,r
Hmm is a system in place and people that should have stepped into position following the
resident’s death), the Guinea population seems quite content and even hopeful of the
future, after so many, many years of corruption and greed. The new president is from the
- Forest Region and is a Christian. He has said that he wants nothing to do with bribery and
wants to get Guinea on the right track, then hold elections. If what has happened so far is
= any indication, we may truly be on the right track finally! Thank you to those of you
S o praying; please continue to pray that the transition is smooth!
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ﬁfﬂﬁw can keep up with. This New Years Eve they had their first “All Conakry Gathering”
I ;%E'whcre all the church people from the different points came together and spent the night
singing, dancing, and praising God. What a great way to bring in the New Year!! For
these African Christians there is no where better to be on a holiday than fellowshipping
together and worshipping the true God!

Amidst the joy and celebration, however, came some sobering reminders of just where
we are and what we are dealing with. Two of our churches recently were kicked out of
their meeting places. We’ve been struggling with this for some time now. Most of the
churches are meeting in different houses that are also inhabited by others, often Muslims.
When they see that the house is being used as a place of worship they will report to the
landlord who then asks them to leave, or at least cease worship in that place. After doing
a bit of research we realized that building in Conakry is prohibitive. The price of land has £
skyrocketed to almost untouchable, and even purchasing an existing building of low é; o
quality is ridiculously expensive. Recently the guys came up with an idea that they hope ' é‘,’
will eliminate the constant threat of losing their worship venue. They want to rent their {:@ ] -1 .
own compound so that only they are using the space. They will then establish a school, |
the fees for which will pay the monthly rent. In doing something like this they can \ !
accomplish several other things as well:
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