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ALy Again this is Tim. Beth is still in the USA at this time. First of all I want to thank you all for your
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This month I wanted to talk again a bit about where we are headed in our ministry. I am more
( and more amazed as I think about it. We really are going to be AT BOTH ENDS of things. I'm
going to do this backwards and talk about the back end first, as this is the end of things that is
MH well know, and less clear even for those involved.
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f % As we have been saying, mission work in general is changing now a great deal, espedially here in
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g, prayers of last month. The problems are not all completely solved but everything is much better

han I would have thought at this time last month. The refugee school where our church

_ worships in Conakry was able to pay its back rent and reopen, and they welcomed our church

2 back for Sunday services. Even Pastor Fatoma'’s wife was hired as the new principal (The old

7 principal had something to do with the money not being there to pay rent) This gives our church

there even more security as far as working with this independent schooal. ﬂ
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I had many meetings with the vicars in the Forest region. Some were hard. But some of t
problems did seem to have been blown out of proportion. There was a suspension of one of the
vicarages for two months, but it seems that things will be able to be worked out if no other
accusations turn out to be true. Also things are looking better with for our leader in N'Zerekore,
Alfred Saloe. But please keep all of these things in your prayers.

the LCMS. For over fifty years now we have been sending missionaries into new areas to plant %
churches. Those churches have grown and are now planting churches. Some are even sending
international missionaries into other countries. There are now churches in most countries where m 0
missionaries can easily go. These churches in all denominations are now coming of age to the T'hﬁ-" ~
point where they can do much of the outreach. In many cases they are closer to the people [
culturally, and may be able to do the work better than western missionaries.//// S:\ 15
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/m how effectively this can happen is not always clear, But God seems to have guided
things more into this direction whether we want it or not. We don't have the money and
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manpower to keep doing things the way we once did, when we sent a missionary to reach one
people group that he would live and work with. Now we are using our money and manpower to
partner with these churches that have grown and are now getting ready to test their wings. We
,., are in many ways reorganizing our mission efforts to come along side these churches and help
em reach those around them. When you think about it, this is really what needs to happen
sooner or later. In some cases it seems to me that some of our churches might still be young for
thIS but it is happening. And it needs to happen. And with this movement we are moving into
[ the final stages of the work of world euangellsm_ﬂ________

k-,- There is another phenomenon that is part of this and is contributing to our movement in this
dlrectmn Recently, here in Africa we have been coming more and more in contact with Lutheran
churches that were not begun by any missionary or western church. Someone heard of Luther ’
and his teaching and started a church, or there was a break with a larger church long ago in the
past. These independent churches are usually lacking a lot in their theological understanding, but
are strong in their desire to work for God, and they have been happy to get in touch with us and
to learn from us and to partner with us in reaching out.
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