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My apologies to the children this month. So much has happened I'm sure I'm going to
need all three pages just to get us all caught up! Just when you thought you knew what

you were doing!!!....

If you've gotten our letter for at least the last 2 years you know that we have been in the
ﬁpm-cess of making a decision of whether or not to move to Bamako. Just after the strikes
(ﬁ*"ﬁm Guinea, when we had to be evacuated by the US military while the country seemed
23 rcad}r to implode, World Mission approached us about relocating to the city of Bamako,
; 4; ﬂ/b the capitol of Mali. While this seemed drastic, we realized we'd actually be closer to our
{*%n -

teammates in Siguiri (Tim and Heidi Norton, along with Andrea Herman, are there
working among the Maninka people). We could be a better support and have access tol
better communications and travel from there, and Tim could continue his work in the B M
Forest Region as the distance was the same. Once we started to really think things
._through we realized that ministry-wise this was probably for the best as well, since the
\church in the Forest is becoming more independent. We started house hunting and were 5, -] |
g /\l).-\_,re.ady to kick into gear when a good friend from our partner district, Kansas, suggested
that we consider moving to Siguiri. At the time we kind of blew it off. There was so
much momentum for the move to Bamako it just didn't seem worth even thinking about.
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house and weren't leaving without a contract in hand. We would then zip down here, pack . //"

up and move, hopefully in time for the girls to meet us in Bamako for their Spring Break / /1
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mid-March. "For some reason" (beware when you have to write those words!! God may / 7 }‘r :
be on the move) we decided to drive up this time instead of flying. Then, since we — ' 3 =
decided to drive we decided we might as well look at Siguiri and see if it really muld be '9” =

—
f

!

a possibility for us. We prayed all the way up there that if God was leadingusina — ( (
different direction, that He would make that clear. We had someone arrange for us to @ %
* “‘W n 00k at a couple of houses while we were there, and lo and behold (watch out for those
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ords too!!) on the third shot we found one that we felt could really work. As Tim and I J,
~. ';'_'— alked about the pusmbﬂmas there we started realizing that being in Guinea would be a =
=l whule lot easier than moving over the boarder. We also talked about Tim's role in the =
rmm.str_v there and we came up with more and more "pros" for living in Siguiri. Could
tlus really be what God wanted? As we continued on our way up to Bamako we prayed
that God would continue to lead us. In fact we were so bold to pray that He would make
—_——— one choice obviously right and one obviously wrong. We believe He did just that.

We already had the name of one man who was looking for some houses for us up there
and were planning to use others to really find out what our options were. We also planned
TR to look at the house we'd seen last time and see if the landlord was any more willing to
3 negotiate price for us (he wasn’t). On day one we set out to start looking, and it was
Ay almost a nightmare. Over and over we described what we needed. We went through
house after house and nothing was looking anything like what we described. We really
e needed two houses in one if we were to have a guesthouse as well as a residence. But







