May, 2008

As promised, Tim wi sharing some more stories from recent trips to the Forest area. If you
are a Lutheran you probably know all about our big "Ablaze!” theme. The goal is to share the
Gospel with 100 million people by the year 2017. Here are some examples of those “touches.”

I was on my way to the Forest recently and picked up a guy and his wife by the road. They /"\//j

were going fo Gueckedou, right where I was going. It turned out that he was a Yalunka man.

Well, I know those guys are Muslims so I decided to do my short Muslim presentation. I

didn't do it because even though I have gotten some great reactions at times, it seems like

recently I have gotten a bunch of tough Muslims in a row who won't even listen to what I'm /

! saying, and challenge every little thing. Well, this guy just started eating up everything. Heke;;tf/ . (GQ L
iy

S stopping me and transiating my French into Yalunka for his wife, and then would telf me her
f = reactions. He laughed out loud with appreciation at some of the points. He was folfowing so N =
|I 1& well that he even started finishing sentences for me. "Then God took alf our sins... " I said. And v/
4 ] following my hand motions, *...and put them on Jesus." he finished,
m{ It went great, but when I dropped him and his wife in Gueckedou I was frustrated. I had just

never set the hook or anything. I usually do a much better job of that. I just dropped him off
and that was it, and I would never see him again. I had not even prayed with him. I was very
frustrated with myself. I asked God why I had goofed that up so bad.

Days later on my way back to Conakry, I was rushing home so thought maybe I wouldn't pick
_—— Up any passengers this time, but I was going through a village and a guy was waving so
o enthusiastically that I decided to stop. It was the same guy! When he saw me he started

Jumping up and down. So did the kids and people around him. Apparently he had told them

OBy]/ about his trip up. He was all excited and told me that he had been thinking and talking about
me and what I had said. He had left his wife in Gueckedou with her family and had started
‘( making his way home. The night before, he had been in this village and he said that the men
\ had been sitting together drinking coffee, about twenty of them, and he told them what I had
5 said. He said they all said that there was truth in it So God set things up with the best hook
‘ﬂ’setﬁngﬂ‘ratfhademrhadi The guy agreed that It did seem that God really wanted him to hear
, this message. I was even able to stop at his village and see his house, and he agreed to visit a
Yalunka-speaking missionary that I know that does not live too far from him. So pray for
akuba Kelta. God seems to have a special plan for him.

< I was involved in several presentations before Muslim groups on this last trip to Kissidougou

: too. That also was up and down. It is something I have not done much. James Mara, a Kuranko

refugee from Sierra Leone leads the work here with the Muslim Kurankos. He set up one

meeting where leaders from other villages were supposed to be there. They did not show up

even after assuring us they would be there. There is some problem between the villages, and {i=a

one guy told us before hand they would probably lie and not show up. Then at the final

presentation on the mission of Jesus, an older guy challenged us about whether Jesus was God.

I usually avoid that question so that I can get through the story of what Jesus did in one of -

these first presentations. If we get in to Jesus being the Son of God right off the bat they turn %

you off and you don't get a hearing. We have answers for that, but it is more set for a second

presentation, and there just was not time for it then. I said I would be willing to stay and

explain it alf this Gime if they wanted to stick around, but I just could not answer that real
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