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—= from Guinea. One of our strong workers and friends has dmd .G 7
----- - Omar Augustine was a mature Sierra Leonean. He had worked as a pastor in several
"~ churches including some he had begun himself in his own country before the war there. He
::;;__ suffered a lot during the war. His chest was covered with terrible scars. He tells a strange story of
how the rebels lined him up with other captured Christians and killed many of them. When they
came to him they asked him if he had Jesus in his heart. He said that, yes, he did. So they said
@ they were going to cut out his heart and see if he was really in there. They then attempted to
: . drive a knife into his chest. But they were not able to do it. The rebels were amazed and said that
“he really must be a man of God, and they let him go.
_ Augustine lost all his relatives in the war, and spent many years in the refugee camps. He
“showed up at the first meeting we had for refugees who were interested in forming a Lutheran {?
{
{

: church in Conakry. He quickly emerged as the leader of the group. He really appreciated our
d:’ materials and learned and taught them well. He worked very hard, much harder than you could f“?'r: . ‘-

expect from someone who was not even being paid and needed to make a living somehow. He oS
called on and evangelized small groups of people all over our area of the city. Some were :
refugees, some were Guinean Tomas, some were members of other people groups that I had not ,191
even heard of. ,—\:‘ !
He always worked closely with Donna Meyer. Donna had come to Conakry to help wnh? A rz}\

the home schooling of Katie and Andrea, but she was interested in working with the ministry too.p — A F%
Since I was often gone to the Forest Region, Donna would work with the refugee church that was ﬁ"“:} Il
forming. Augustine took her to many of these little groups that he was evangelizing, and he often
had her teaching Muslim women.

It is hard to tell exactly what happened yet. We have no good form of communication
with the people there. We heard this news from a pastor in another church that was able to email
Donna, who is now working in Indonesia. Even that email is not terribly clear. It sounds like he
was sick with a runny nose or something. It didn’t seem that serious. The people he lived with
took him somewhere to be treated somehow, but did not contact the church or other pastor :
friends. A doctor saw him but did not think it was serious. They said a church member was .~ / /
praying with him when he said that it was finished and died.
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= It is difficult to understand why God would take Augustine at this time. His death is a big e
/7;3@) =,-Alloss to us both personally and as it affects the church. I can’t imagine how the church will
{_,-—’;:’ =i _Acontinue to function without him, and I don’t even know if I will even be able to find the many g
5 Lt little groups that he was evangelizing We can only trust that God, whose ways are higher above
q our ways than the heavens are above the earth, knows what He is doing, and is able to work it all
| out to the good of his people and the church. Still, for us it is hard, but we rejoice with Augustine

true and eternal homeland. Your warfare and wandering are over, Augustine. We look forward to

who is finished with a very difficult life as a refugee, and who has finally found himself in his LE
seeing you soon. ~ o ==







