A SHORT GOSPEL PRESENTATION FOR MUSLIMS
BASED ON THE MISSION OF THE PROPHET ISSAH

I once read somewhere that a Muslim needs to hear the Gospel at least 10 times before it can begin to sink in. The
number may have been greater. | don’t remember. Anyway, since [ work as a missionary in West Africa, my work is
mainly with animists, but since I also have a lot of contact with Muslims I decided to try to develop a short
presentation so that I could at least contribute to one of the 10 hits that might start a Muslim to thinking seriously
about Christ. I've often called it my “Taxi Presentation™ because it was worked out mainly through discussions with
Muslim taxi drivers and was eventually perfected to take just about the time it takes to ride a taxi from the mission
guest houses to the downtown offices in the Capitol city.

Now, the folk Muslims that [ work with do not have a deep understanding of Islam, so this presentation may not
work with harder-core Muslims, This presentation also hits the questions that I ran into in the field even when |
would never have dealt with them in the same way according to my readings on Islam. For example: | often hear
that Islam really doesn’t present a God of love. But over and over drivers responded to the idea of God sending
people to hell by saying, “but God loves us. We are his children. He would not send us to hell”. So my presentation
needed to answer the “Love” question.

Another consideration was that in the short time available I did not want to get side-tracked into the “Is Jesus really
God?" issue. So you will see that I word things to avoid it entirely. You may not like that, but it is the only way to
get the whole story in at first. The whole story is usually quite a surprise, and the idea that Jesus is the son of God
makes more sense later, after they have the whole picture.

The presentation is based on the difference between the mission of the Prophet Mohammed and the mission of the
Prophet Issah. After a little small talk in which [ have established that the driver is Muslim 1 ask,

“Since you are a Muslim, do you know about the Prophet Issah?"

They have usually heard of him but don’t know a lot about him., Then I ask,

"Do vou know the difference between the mission of the Prophet Issah and the Prophet Mohammed? "
Most don’t even try. Some do but don’t come up with anything substantial, so [ ask,

"Would vou like me to tell you the difference?”

I usually get an eager agreement to listen, and we are off. | begin by saying,

The mission of the Prophet Mohammed was to tell men the Word of God (THEIR idea). Most peaple think that the
Prophet Issah had the same mission, but that is not true. The Prophet Issah did tell people the Word of God because
he knew it, but that was not his mission. His mission was completely different. To understand the mission of the
Prophet Issah one must first undersiand that we are all sinners.

Our Muslims seldom have trouble with this. They know they have all broken Mohammed’s rules at some point. We
can even point out that Mohammed was a sinner because the Quran says that God forgave all Mohammed's sins.

“"Now, God's punishment for sin is to send peaple to hell. [f that is the case, we are all in a lot of danger” (and |
spend a little time emphasizing the point.) “Bur Islam has an answer to this problem. They say there is a scale.
(They usually brighten right up at the mention of it.} God puts your good works on one side and vour bad things on
the ather. If the bad are more than the good, you go to hell, but if the good are more than the bad, vou go 1o
Paradise.” They agree emphatically.

“But, "' 1 continue, “the Book does not say this. " (1 suppose I could be accused of deception at this point since a
Muslim could easily assume that | am speaking of the Quran, while I am actually speaking of the Bible, parts of
which are also accepted as “the Book” by Mohammed.) “The book says that if vou have even one bad thing vou
have broken God's law and you can no longer enter into God's Holy paradise. You and vour sin must be condemned
to the fire. Let me give you and example.”






